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that the moment had come. All her life she had
showed courage; she was never afraid of any
man or of any crisis. She knew perfectly well that
to her people she summed up the spirit of the
nation, and as the head of her country she meant
to show she would lead the resistance to Spain.
She set out from London with a few attendants.
She would not let her ministers come with her.
She took only Leicester, who, with all his faults,
always remained her closest friend. She rode on a
white horse through the camp, carrying a soldier's
baton, and reviewed the troops. The speech she
made then is famous, and it deserves to be remem-
bered, for it really sums up for us the reason for the
popularity she won. " Lef tyrants fear ", she said.
"I have always so beha\ed myself that, under
God, I have placed my chiefest strength and safe-
guard in the loyal hearts and goodwill of my
subjects. Therefore am I come amongst you, as
you see, at this time, being resolved in the midst
and heat of the battle, to live or die amongst you_
all, to lay down for my God, and for my King^em,
and for my people, my honour and my blood, even
in the dust. I know I have the body of a weak and
feeble woman, but I have the heart of a King,
and of a King of England TOO, and I think foul
scorn that Parma, or Spain, or any prince of Europe
should dare invade die borders of my realm/'
She meant every word she said, and because they
knew that, her people recognized her as a leader
for whom they would fight to the last.